
 

 

LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SPECIAL MEETING 

JANUARY 4, 2022 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
  

Ms. C’Moya called the Los Lunas Schools Board of Education meeting to order at 5:55 pm.   Ms. 

C’Moya thanked everyone for attending the swearing-in ceremony and for attending the meeting.  She 

welcomed those who were participating in the board meeting live and those watching the board 

meeting via livestream on YouTube, and added that the link to the meeting was on the District’s 

webpage, under the Board of Education page. Ms. C’Moya said the streaming would run through the 

end of the meeting, and, in the event there was a disruption in the audio portion, she would pause the 

meeting until it was reestablished.  She announced that when they were speaking, individuals could 

lower their masks in order that the streaming audience could hear them.   

   

            LLS BOE Members Present:    Sonya C’Moya  

  Bruce Bennett  

  P. David Vickers  

 
Administrators Present: Dr. Arsenio Romero, Superintendent 

 Brian Baca, Deputy Superintendent 

 Claire Cieremans, Chief Finance Officer 

 Susan Chavez, Chief Student Services Officer 

 Dr. Deborah Elder, Chief Academic Officer  

 Karla Dow, Dir. of Assessment Innovations & Accountability 

 Andy Garcia, Dir. of Maintenance & Construction 

 Mike Good, Dir. of Technology 

 William Hays, Dir. of Educational Technology 

  Alicia Himes, Dir. of Professional Learning Innovations 

  Mary McGowan, Dir. of Special Services 

  Michelle Romero, Dir. of Purchasing 

1. CALL TO ORDER  (Continued) 
 



 

 

       Administrators Present: Andrew Saiz, Dir. of Personnel 

   Natalie Saiz, Dir. of Support Services 

   Sandy Traczyk, Dir. of Finance 

   Elena Trodden, Dir. of Language Learning Innovations            

   Joseph Barela, Supervisor of Custodians 

    Carlos Castillo, Payroll Supervisor  

  Tiffany Gutierrez, Supervisor of Construction 

   Alexia Quintana, Student Nutrition Supervisor 

  Anthony Silva, Supervisor of Maintenance  

  Clair Toledo, Principal, Century High School 

  Paul Carder, Principal, Los Lunas High School 

  Albert Aragon, Principal, Valencia High School 

  Joann Carter, Principal, Valencia Middle School 

Deanna Herrera, Principal, Bosque Farms Elementary 

Diedra Martinez Munos, Principal, Desert View Elementary 

Eric Tiger, Principal, Los Lunas Elementary 

Monica Arguello, Principal, Peralta Elementary 

Venessa Tregembo, Principal, Sundance Elementary  

Monica Rivera, Principal, Tomé Elementary 

       Suzanne Chavez, Principal, Valencia Elementary  

   Chelsey Servantes, Asst. Principal, Valencia High School 

   Edric Chavez, Asst. Principal, Los Lunas Middle School 

   Paulina Merida, Asst. Principal, Ann Parish Elementary 

   Teri Gough, Asst. Principal, Katherine Gallegos Elementary 

  Regina Sedillos, Asst. Principal, Raymond Gabaldon Elementary                            

         Carolyna Aparici-Chávez, Asst. Principal Sundance Elementary   

   Jacqueline Farrell, Asst. Principal, Tomé Elementary 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  (Continued) 
 
  Others Present:  The Honorable Avilio Chavez 

   The Honorable John R. Chavez 

   The Honorable Tina Garcia 

   Makayla Grijalva, Valencia County News Bulletin 



 

 

   Approximately ten (10) additional individuals were in attendance.  

               Approximately seven (7) individuals watched via streaming. 

  
2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 
 

Ms. C’Moya asked Dr. Romero to announce the meeting.  Dr. Romero reported the meeting had been 

announced in accordance with the Open Meetings Resolution, and was a legally constituted meeting 

of the Los Lunas Schools Board of Education. 

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

LLHS Instructor, Mr. Jesse Moya, led the Pledge. 

 
4.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Ms. C’Moya asked Dr. Romero if there were any changes or deletions to the agenda. Dr. Romero stated 

that he had no recommendations for changes or deletions to the agenda.   Ms. C’Moya called for a 

motion regarding the agenda.  

 
Mr. Bennett moved, and Mr. Vickers seconded, to approve the agenda as presented.  There 

being no discussion, Ms. C’Moya called for a vote with the following results: Bruce Bennett – 

yes; P. David Vickers - yes; and Sonya C’Moya – yes. Motion passed.  The agenda was approved 

as presented. 

 
5. DECLARATION OF  BOARD POSITION VACANCIES:  DISTRICT #1 AND DISTRICT #4 

 
Ms. C’Moya asked Dr. Romero to give the board members background regarding the item. 

 
Dr. Romero stated that he would be happy to give some clarification on the item. He announced that 

he, along with Ms. C’Moya, Mr. Bennett, and Mr. P. David Vickers received a letter from Kurt 

Steinhaus, Secretary of Education (designate) on December 28, 2021 regarding the 2021 Regular Local 

Election and Status of the School Board.     

 
In the letter, Secretary Steinhaus stated that the elected members would serve as board members, and 

the Governing Committee appointees would discontinue serving in lieu of the school board; hence the 

declaration of board vacancies for District #1 and District #4. 

 



 

 

The PED appointed Ms. C’Moya as an additional member to serve on the school board, and with that, 

there would be quorum of board members.   

 
The three board members were to appoint two individuals to fill the remaining vacancies caused by the 

dissolution of the Governing Committee – those two districts being District #1 and District #4.  Those 

individuals would be appointed and start at the regular meeting in January and would hold the position 

until the next election cycle.  The PED also encouraged the board members to attend trainings.  

 

Dr. Romero then submitted the letter into the minutes and turned it back to Ms. C’Moya for 

consideration by the board members to fill the vacancies under Item #6. 

 

6.  CONSIDERATION OF ACTION TO FILL AFOREMENTIONED VACANCIES  
 

Ms. C’Moya stated that brought them to Item #6.  She asked if one of the board members would like to 

make a motion.   

 
Mr. Vickers stated that, based on the authority given to them by the NM PED, he moved to 

appoint Ms. Tina Garcia to fill the board vacancy in District #1 and Mr. Ragon Espinoza to fill 

the board vacancy in District #4.  Ms. C’Moya asked if there was a second to the motion. Mr. 

Bennett seconded the motion. 

 

6.  CONSIDERATION OF ACTION TO FILL AFOREMENTIONED VACANCIES  
           (Continued)  
 

Ms. C’Moya asked Mr. Vickers if he would like to discuss his rationale for the motion. 

 
Mr. Vickers stated that the rationale for his motion was that both individuals had already applied for 

the position in competition with other individuals. They had been thoroughly vetted, and interviewed 

by the State Superintendent at that time, and they had been chosen by him to fill those vacancies.   They 

had received training over the past few months.  They had been involved, they had history now, and 

knew what was going on in the District, and he thought it would simply make sense to him to let them 

continue in those positions through the end of the term, which would be through 2023.   

 
Ms. C’Moya asked Mr. Bennett if he would like to make any comments. 

 



 

 

Mr.  Bennett stated that he totally agreed with Mr. Vickers.  He thought they brought a great input to 

the District; they were committed to the District, and they were great leaders in the community.  He felt 

it would be a total asset to have them on board, as they’d been there before, and it had been a great team 

to work with.  They had no motives except for doing what was best for the kids and staff and he felt it 

was good to get them on the Board right away.     

 
Ms C’Moya thanked them for their comments.  She stated that, per the directive from the NM PED, it 

was within the authority of the Board, when such vacancies occurred during a term, to appoint 

individuals to the Board to serve out the remainder of the term.  

 
Ms. Garcia and Mr. Espinoza had filled the position for the past six months.  They had participated in 

substantial training in boardsmanship, ethics, understanding the duties, and the responsibilities during 

the past six months, and most of it had been done on their own time. 

 
They had also each participated in trainings and overviews of all departments within the district, to gain 

a full understanding of the funding, the operations, the responsibilities, and the value each one of the 

departments brought to the District. 

 

6.  CONSIDERATION OF ACTION TO FILL AFOREMENTIONED VACANCIES (Continued) 
 
Those acting committee members, Mr. Espinoza and Ms. Garcia, had volunteered  to apply for this 

position, on their own. They were vetted, as Mr. Vickers mentioned, by the PED.  They had served 

honorably for six months participating in every training available to them, on their own time, all in the 

interest of serving the students of this District, the students and the staff of this district to help support.  

She felt they had earned the right to continue, in her opinion, their role as a fully-appointed board 

members for the duration of their terms.  

 

With that being said, she asked if there was further discussion from the board members. 

 

There being no further discussion, Ms. C’Moya called for a vote with the following results: 

Bruce Bennett – strongly voted yes; P. David Vickers - yes; and Sonya C’Moya – yes. Motion 

passed.  

 

Ms. Garcia and Mr. Espinoza were asked to confirm their willingness to serve as board members.  

They each agreed to do so. 



 

 

Ms. C’Moya announced that the two members would be sworn in prior to the regular board meeting 

scheduled for January 18th and would take their place on the Board at that time.   

 

Ms. C’Moya added that the Board would reorganize at that meeting, once they had the full board in 

place. 

 
7.   ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETINGS  
 

Ms. C’Moya stated that brought them to Item #7.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETINGS.  

 
As allowed by the NM Open Meetings Act and the District’s Open Meetings Resolution, on occasion, 

a quorum of the board members would attend the same function, including those held at school sites, at 

the district level, as well as, sports functions, conferences, workshops, and trainings.  Board members 

would refrain from discussing and/or acting on LLS Board issues in those settings. In addition, only 

official meetings were published, and if other meetings were scheduled, they would be announced in 

accordance with the Open Meetings Act.   

Ms. C’Moya stated that she would like to announce the following meetings.  
 

• January 11, 2022       Finance Meeting                    CO Board  Room                 10:00 am  

  (Ms. C’Moya noted that the time had been moved to 10:00 for this meeting.) 

• January 18, 2022       Swearing-in Ceremony   CO Board Room                   5:30 pm 

• January 18, 2022       Regular BOE Meeting         CO Board Room                   6:00 pm  
 

Ms. C’Moya then invited the audience to join them for refreshments at the conclusion of the meeting. 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Ms. C’Moya stated that brought them to Item #8. ADJOURNMENT. She then called for a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. 

 
Mr. Bennett moved, and Mr. Vickers  seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  There being no 

discussion, Ms. C’Moya called for a vote with the following results: Bruce Bennett – yes; P. 

David Vickers – yes; and Sonya C’Moya – yes.  Motion passed. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:06 pm. 



 

 

Approved this 18th   day of January 2022. 

 
Board President 
Board Secretary 
ksw 
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